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Dear friends and neighbors,

The 2026 legislative session has officially come to a close. Like every session, 
it was intense, challenging, inspiring, and deeply meaningful. But this one 
carries special significance for me — it was my final session serving as your 
state senator in the Washington State Senate.

After a decade representing our community, this moment is bittersweet. 
Serving the people of the 37th Legislative District and fighting alongside 
you for a more just, inclusive and prosperous Washington has been one of 
the greatest honors of my life. I am deeply grateful for the trust you placed 
in me and for the relationships, conversations and shared work that have 
shaped every step of this journey.

Over the years, I have had the privilege of meeting with neighbors, 
workers, students, elders, organizers, immigrants and families who all share 
a common hope: that our communities can be safer, fairer and more just. 
Their stories have guided my work in Olympia and grounded every decision 
I have made.

Together, we have taken on some of the most pressing challenges facing 
our state — from housing affordability and climate justice to workers’ 
rights, immigration and the future of our democracy. And through it 
all, I have never stopped being inspired by the strength, resilience and 
determination of this community.

While closing this chapter is not easy, I am also filled with hope and 
excitement for what comes next. I will continue serving our community in 
new ways, building on the foundation of progress we created together.

Before we turn the page, I want to share a snapshot of this final legislative 
session, as well as a broader reflection on what we have accomplished 
together over the past decade.

With deep gratitude,

 
Sen. Rebecca Saldaña 

PO Box 40437 
Olympia, WA 98504-0437
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Serving the 37th Legislative District has been the greatest honor of my life. After a decade in the state Senate, 

I leave this role with deep gratitude — for the trust you placed in me, for the stories you shared with me and for the 

countless moments, big and small, that shaped my understanding of what public service truly means.

I have sat with families facing eviction and uncertainty. I have met workers fighting to be treated with dignity on the 

job. I have listened to parents, elders, immigrants, and young people who simply wanted a fair shot and a government 

that sees them, hears them, and responds. Their stories have guided every vote I have taken and every bill and budget 

item I have fought to advance..

This work was never abstract for me. It was personal. It was rooted in community. And it was always driven by the 

belief that people deserve more than just to be heard — they deserve to be centered and included in co-authoring, 

shaping and advancing policies with their elected representatives. I am proud of the community that made our work 

possible — a community that shows up, organizes, speaks truth to power and never stops pushing for something better.

Leaving this role is not easy. But I carry with me immense gratitude, deep love for this district, and unwavering faith in 

the people who call it home. To all of you, thank you!
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STANDING UP FOR WORKERS & ECONOMIC JUSTICE

I’ve worked every session to ensure all workers are protected, 
respected, and treated fairly — a commitment rooted in the families 
I grew up around and the workers I organized alongside before 
serving in the Legislature.

As Chair of the of the Labor & Commerce Committee, I helped lead 
critical work on workers’ rights, workplace safety, and economic 
fairness.

I’m especially proud to have championed the Domestic Workers’ Bill 
of Rights, extending basic protections like minimum wage, overtime, 
rest breaks, and written contracts to workers — primarily women, 
immigrants, and women of color — who have long gone without 
them.

I also sponsored and passed the Strippers’ Bill of Rights, 
strengthening workplace safety, improving labor standards, and 
ensuring adult entertainment workers are treated with dignity and 
respect.

No matter the industry, from care work to agriculture to gig work 
to entertainment, every worker deserves safety, dignity and a real 
voice in the laws that shape their lives.

EXPANDING DEMOCRACY: WASHINGTON VOTING RIGHTS ACT

Passing the Washington Voting Rights Act was one of the most meaningful civil rights 
efforts I have been part of.

I believe democracy is only real when it reflects all of us — not just some of us. But for 
too many communities in Washington, especially communities of color and multilingual 
communities, local election systems have not always reflected their voices or their 
power.

This law gives communities a clear and fair path to challenge election systems 
that dilute their voting strength, such as at-large voting systems that can prevent 
communities from electing candidates who represent them. It also encourages local 
governments to proactively fix these issues before they become legal disputes.

For me, this work has always been about one core belief: representation is not symbolic 
— it is power. And every community deserves real power in the decisions that shape 
their lives.

This final legislative session was one of the most meaningful of my career. It was shaped by persistence, 
partnership, and a shared belief that government should improve people’s lives in real and tangible ways.

Below are some of the major victories I am most proud of this year — work rooted in years of organizing, 
advocacy, and community leadership across the 37th District and throughout Washington state.

HOUSING, AFFORDABILITY & COMMUNITY STABILITY

Throughout my time in the Legislature, I have consistently fought for investments in 
affordable housing, stronger tenant protections, and policies that prioritize community 
stability over displacement. I have also pushed for equitable development that 
recognizes the importance of keeping longtime residents in the neighborhoods they 
helped build.

Housing is not just about buildings. It is about whether families can stay rooted in their 
communities, whether children can grow up in stable homes, and whether people can 
afford to remain in the places they love.

DOMESTIC WORKERS’ BILL OF RIGHTS 

One of the most meaningful accomplishments of my time in the Legislature 
was passing the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights, the result of years of 
organizing led by domestic workers and their allies. Domestic workers — 
nannies, caregivers, house cleaners, gardeners, and household managers 
— make daily life possible for so many families. Yet for too long, they were 
excluded from the basic labor protections most workers rely on.

This law finally changes that. It guarantees:
• Minimum wage and overtime pay
• Written employment agreements
• Protections from discrimination and retaliation
• Clear pathways to report wage theft and violations
• Basic workplace safety and notice protections

For me, this is about dignity and fairness. I am especially grateful to Rep. 
Brianna Thomas and to the workers and advocates whose years of organizing 
made this victory possible. This win truly belongs to them.

IMMIGRANT WORKER 
PROTECTION ACT  

This session, I introduced the 
Immigrant Worker Protection Act 
to strengthen transparency and 
protections for immigrant workers. 
At a time when immigrant 
communities are too often targeted, I 
believe Washington must firmly stand 
for dignity, safety and fairness.

I am proud that the House companion bill, sponsored by Rep. Lillian Ortiz-
Self, was signed into law. Beginning October 1, 2026, employers must notify 
workers within five business days if federal officials inspect employment 
eligibility forms (I-9s), and must provide clear notice directly to employees in 
appropriate languages.

The law also includes strong anti-retaliation protections so workers can assert 
their rights without fear. No one should go to work in fear. Every worker 
deserves transparency and protection.

I am proud of what we accomplished together in the Legislature. From strengthening worker protections to expanding opportunity and 
investing in our communities, this work has always been about making people’s lives better in real and lasting ways. It has been the honor 
of my life to serve, and I am deeply grateful for the trust placed in me.

MAKING OUR TAX SYSTEM FAIRER 

One of the most significant policy changes this session was the Millionaires 
Tax (SB 6346) — a step toward a more equitable tax system. It applies 
a 9.9% tax only on income above $1 million, affecting less than 1% of 
Washingtonians, while generating investments that benefit millions of people 
across the state. Revenue will help:

• Eliminate sales tax on diapers, hygiene products, and many over-the-
counter medicines

• Expand the Working Families Tax Credit to 460,000 more households
• Invest in early learning through the Fair Start for Kids Act
• Provide free breakfast and lunch for all public school students

It also delivers major small business relief:
• Expands B&O tax credits so most small businesses pay no tax
• Exempts about 70% of Washington businesses
• Provides additional flexibility for business losses

When it takes effect in 2028, Washington will join many states that ask more 
of top earners in order to invest in shared priorities like education, child care, 
and health care. For me, this is about fairness and building an economy that 
works for everyone.

OTHER KEY WINS THIS SESSION 

I was also proud to sponsor several bills that have now been signed into law:

• SB 5185 helps address Washington’s physician shortage by creating 
a pathway for internationally trained doctors to become licensed here, 
bringing more qualified providers into our health care system.

• SB 5847 improves care for injured workers by 
expanding provider choice and streamlining access to 
timely treatment and recovery services.

• SB 6058 strengthens wage theft enforcement 
and improves protections for workers who report 
violations, helping ensure people are paid fully 
and fairly for their work.

• HB 1408 establishes a preservation fund 
for Historic South Downtown — including 
Pioneer Square and the Chinatown–
International District — to support 
long-term investment in some 
of Seattle’s most culturally 
and historically significant 
neighborhoods.

TRANSPARENCY IN PUBLIC SAFETY — SB 5855

We also passed Senate Bill 5855, sponsored by Sen. Javier Valdez, to increase 
transparency and trust in law enforcement. The law prohibits officers — 
including local, state, and federal agents — from wearing masks during 
routine public interactions. When someone is exercising authority over 
the public, people deserve to know who they are. This law strengthens 
accountability and builds trust in public safety.IMMIGRANT RIGHTS, WORKER PROTECTIONS & HUMAN DIGNITY

As the daughter of a Mexican immigrant farmworker, immigrant rights have never been 
a policy issue to me — they have been part of my story.

In the Senate, I have worked to strengthen protections for immigrant workers so 
that people are not denied basic workplace rights because of who they are or where 
they come from. This session, I was proud to support and help pass the Immigrant 
Worker Protection Act into law, strengthening safeguards for immigrant workers 
across Washington. I have also fought to expand unemployment insurance access for 
undocumented workers — an effort that has not yet passed, but remains an important 
part of my commitment to ensuring no worker is left without a safety net.

I have also supported efforts to protect survivors of human trafficking and expand 
access to services that help people rebuild their lives.

At every step, my focus has been simple: dignity and safety should not depend on 
immigration status, language, or background.

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE & THE HEAL ACT

One of the defining efforts of my time in the Senate was sponsoring 
and passing the Healthy Environment for All (HEAL) Act — the first 
statewide environmental justice law in Washington’s history.

I grew up in Seattle’s Delridge neighborhood, near heavily 
industrialized areas where families lived every day with the impacts 
of pollution and environmental neglect. That experience shaped 
how I see public policy: not as something neutral, but as something 
that has too often placed a heavier burden on some communities 
than others.

The HEAL Act requires state agencies to directly address 
environmental health disparities and consider cumulative pollution 
impacts when making decisions. In simple terms, it means 
government can no longer ignore the fact that some communities 
are already carrying too many environmental burdens.

For me, this work was personal. It was about making sure no child 
grows up believing that toxic exposure or environmental harm is 
simply part of where they live.

EQUITY IN TRANSPORTATION

During my time in the Legislature, I have worked to advance a transportation system that reflects equity, safety, and the real needs of our communities.

I have pushed for a broader vision of mobility that includes safe, accessible options for walking, biking, transit, and driving. That means investing in 
“complete streets” — streets designed for everyone — with safer sidewalks, better crossings and infrastructure that allows people of all ages and abilities 
to move safely through their neighborhoods.

I have also advocated for a more integrated approach to infrastructure investment, where transportation projects are coordinated with other long-term 
needs like broadband expansion, so that when we build, we are expanding access and connectivity more efficiently and equitably.

At the center of this work is a simple belief: people deserve real choice in how they move through their communities. Transportation policy should 
strengthen communities by making them safer, more connected, and more livable for everyone.

A DECADE OF IMPACT IN THE 37TH 


