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Protecting Patients 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, patients go to doctors to be checked for staph 
or MRSA (Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus) skin 
infections 12 million times a year.

MRSA is resistant to certain antibiotics and can be 
deadly. A series of highly publicized MRSA cases earlier 
this year only heightened people’s fears.  A Seattle 
Times investigation showed an alarming lack of uniform 
standards in our state’s hospitals for the prevention of 
MRSA outbreaks and a culture of ignorance about MRSA-
related deaths.  

Next session I will introduce legislation requiring that all 
MRSA-related deaths be clearly noted on death certificates.  
The bill will also require standard procedures for hospitals 
to test patients admitted to ICU or surgery for MRSA to 
reduce the spread of the bacteria and prevent catastrophic 
medical outcomes. 

 
Family Leave Insurance/Sick Leave
Middle class 
families deserve 
economic 
security. Workers 
who don’t have 
paid sick or 
family leave are 
often forced to 
choose between 
their job and the needs of their family.

This session we will move ahead with plans to identify a 
funding source for the Family Leave Insurance program, 
and I will propose expanding eligibility so that more 
families can benefit.

Under my plan eligible workers could receive a modest 
benefit of up to $250 a week for up to five weeks to care 
for a seriously ill spouse or family member, a newborn 
baby or recently adopted child or for the workers’ own 
serious health condition. Currently, almost half of all 
workers have no paid sick leave. If a serious health 
problem occurs, they lose their job. 

The program will not rely on general fund dollars for 
payment of benefits.    

 
Education
We have worked hard to improve Washington’s education 
system. The economic downturn is a huge blow to our 
efforts to reform the K-12 funding structure.  We must 
invest in our public schools, colleges and universities to 
have a successful future for our kids and our communities.  
I will support efforts to protect education and educators 
from severe budget cuts.

 
Home Foreclosure Help
A thriving housing market is good for families and 
communities but too many homeowners are in danger of 
losing their home to foreclosure. If you know of anyone 
in our community facing the prospect of foreclosure, 
please feel free to contact me for help.  Here some local 
organizations that may also be able to offer assistance. 
Some are receiving a high number of calls, so please be 
patient.

•	 Solid Ground 
866-297-4300

•	 HomeSight (King and Snohomish County)  
(206) 723-4355, 1-888-749-4663

•	 The Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle 
1-800-368-1455

•	 Consumer Education and Training Services (CENTS) 
(206) 267-7017

Sen. Karen Keiser, presents Mill Creek Middle School with a 

check from the Regence Move-it walking challenge.  

The friendly competition promotes healthy living.


